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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 
The Examination is worth 60% of the total marks for Unit 
There are four questions (note question 4 has four parts).  Candidates must attempt all 
four questions. 





You may begin writing from the commencement of the examination session.  The reading time 
indicated above is provided as a guide only. 
This is an OPEN BOOK examination.  
Any calculator is permitted 
Any handwritten material is permitted 
Any hard copy, English dictionary is permitted (annotated allowed) 
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Question 1 
Leia lived in Sydney and worked for Mega Lawyers Inc (Mega). Mega is an 
international firm employing over 500 lawyers in Australia alone. It has offices in every 
capital in Australia – except Darwin. Mega uses the local firm Aspire & Partners 
(Aspire) as their agents for any matters arising in the Northern Territory that cannot be 
handled by the Adelaide office. Mega has the latest in internationally networked IT 
systems. A partner in Singapore can pull up a file from Hobart and a Sydney lawyer can 
print a document in New York. The much more modest Aspire computer network is not 
connected to Mega’s. 
One of the clients of Mega is the Perth based mineral exploration company Punter 
Resources. Punter’s affairs are entirely managed by the Perth Office. However, as 
Punter has some mineral titles in the Northern Territory, when an issue relating to a 
Territory mineral title arises, Mega in Perth briefs Aspire to deal with it. 
Leia specialises in mergers and acquisitions and has never had any direct dealing with 
Punter but has handled matters for other clients that involve accessing Mega’s Perth 
based network servers. 
One grey day in Sydney squeezed in to a train with hundreds of other sad-looking office 
workers Leia decides there must be more to life. She quits Mega and moves to Darwin 
where she gains a job as a solicitor with Solo & Associates (Solo). Solo is a one (or 
with Leia, two) lawyer firm that specialises in mining law. The principal, Hans, allocates 
Leia a litigation file where Solo is acting for an extractive mining company called Flint 
Stone Extractives (FSE). FSE is defending an action in trespass brought by an 
exploration company who are alleging that the overburden from FSE’s operations has 
interfered with their drilling operations on their adjacent Exploration Licence area. The 
exploration company is Punter. On Monday morning Leia announces her appearance 
at a mention of the trespass application. On Tuesday, Aspire files an application to 
have Leia personally and Solo & Associates as a firm disqualified from acting for FSE 
in the matter because of the conflict. 




Identification of the identity of the client can be the key to gaining clarity around a 
lawyer’s ethical responsibilities. Describe three circumstances where clarifying the 
identity of a client may be less than straightforward and some potential circumstances 
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Question 3 
Does a lawyer have ethical obligations that extend beyond the scope of the 




Briefly describe the meaning and significance of the following terms 
1. Controlled monies 
2. The cab-rank rule 
3. Solicitor’s lien 
4. A Chinese wall 
20 marks (5 marks each) 
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